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WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 
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1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1 , 2, 3, 4, 5, 9 and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a or b) as 
anticipated by or, in the alternative, under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as obvious over Masuda 
(JP 2003-221733). 

Masuda teaches a combination of human hair and polyester fibers (fiber bundle) in any 
amount wherein the polyester fiber Limited Oxygen Index (LOI) Of equal to or more than 
25, a heat shrinkage (thermal shrinkage) of less than or equal to 5 %, and a single fiber 
fineness of 30-70 dtex. See applicant's abstract, claims 1 and 14, and paragraph 3, for 
example. Masuda further teaches the polyester fiber composition can be a polyalkylene 
terephthalate with phosphorus flame retardants and /or a brominated flame retardants 
(which meet claim 2, 3,4, and 5). See paragraphs 20, 27-31,42-43, and 72 for example. 
Masuda still further teaches that fibers can be made into a wig which is a hair accessory 
and head decoration product at paragraph 3. 



Application/Control Number: 10/575,842 Page 3 

Art Unit: 1794 

Regarding the issue of amount of artificial hair (polyester fibers) in the bundle, it would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to vary and control the amount of s 
polyester fiber to the fiber bundle in accordance with the desired need of the user or end 
product requirement. 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 6, 7, and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Masuda (JP2003-22733) taken with Masuda 2 (JP 2003-071014 or WO 
03/071014). 

Masuda is applied for all the reason given above which is hereby incorporated by 
reference. Masuda teaches all of the invention except the organic fine particles and/ or 
inorganic particles of claims 6,7, and 8. Masuda 2 teaches it is well known in the art of 
polyester fiber wigs combined with hair to include organic particles of claim 7 and/or 
inorganic particle of claim 8 to the polyester fiber in order to increase the fiber's flame 
retardency. See applicant abstract and claims 10-12 . Thus it would have been obvious 
to on have ordinary skill in the art to include the particles ,as taught by Masuda 2, in the 
polyester fiber ,as taught by Masuda, in order to increase the flame retardency of the 
polyester fibers. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to N. EDWARDS whose telephone number is (571)272- 
1521 . The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Thur from 6:00 am to 2:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Rena Dye, can be reached on 571-272-3186. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

/N Edwards/ 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 1794 



